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Browser-based application development tooling for non-developers
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Topics

 Business and technology challenges
 Key value propositions
 Key features of Application Builder
 Installation and requirements
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Business and technology challenges

 Business users operate in fast-moving and competitive environments 
that demand immediate and dynamic business responses

 Requests for new applications can go unfulfilled as IT organizations 
are already overburdened

 End users may use departmental resources to create applications to 
address demands independently of the IT organization, bypassing 
established technology standards
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Key value propositions

 Improves business agility for exploiting and countering emerging 
opportunities and threats

 Helps address IT organization resource constraints by extending 
application creation capabilities to business users
End users can build certain classes of applications without IT involvement, 

leaving IT more time for other tasks

 Provides a smooth path to move applications from departmental to 
enterprise usage
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Key features of Application Builder (details on following slides)

 Build common application patterns
Create nice-looking list/view/update and multi-page data entry portlets using 

database lists for storage

 Build custom applications entirely from browser, using simple wizards
Work entirely within Portal user interface

 Create database lists from spreadsheets or using application templates
Use templates such as contacts or task lists, then customize to meet specific 

needs

 Generate applications with a rich user interface
Automatically use Dojo, validation, events, “person” card, etc.

 Use Portlet Factory tools for additional customization
 Extend the available templates and wizards using Portlet Factory tools
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Key features: build common application patterns

 Build and deploy nice-looking list/view/update and multi-page 
data entry applications using database lists for storage



7

Key features: build entirely from browser using simple wizards
 To create a new portlet, simply add an application template to a Portal 

page, then step through an intuitive wizard
 Instantly preview or run the application, and return to the wizard as often 

as you want to make additional changes
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Key features: create database lists from spreadsheets or 
using application templates

 Database lists can be created in three ways:
Automatically create and populate a database list from a spreadsheet
Select from common application types such as Contacts or Task List, then 

add/modify fields as needed
Create new lists from scratch, by specifying the desired fields
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Key features: generate applications with a rich user interface

 Automatically leverage 
Dojo and rich UI features 
from Portlet Factory

 Applications support:
Dojo widgets
Validation
Client-side events
Live text (e.g., people card 

appears for a name/person)

 Choose from a variety of 
out-of-the-box styles
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Key features: use Portlet Factory tools for additional 
customization*

Generated code is a Portlet Factory model that can be easily modified in 
Portlet Factory IDE, using the full range of Portlet Factory tools

When an application becomes more widely used and critical to the 
enterprise, it can be moved into the hands of IT for complete customization

After walking through a wizard, 
underneath the covers, a simple 
Portlet Factory model is created

* Note: For this technology preview release, this capability is 
only available internally for IBM users
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Key features: extend the available templates and wizards 
using Portlet Factory tools*
 New templates can be easily created using Portlet Factory tools
 Each template consists of a Portlet Factory model
 Any Portlet Factory builders can be used to create new templates

Wizard steps in browser toolBuilders in Portlet Factory IDE

* Note: For this technology preview release, this capability is 
only available internally for IBM users
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Installation and requirements

 Application Builder can be installed on WebSphere Portal version 
6.1.5 or 6.1.0.3 
Other versions of Portal may work but have not been tested

 Simply download a single WAR and install using Portal Administration 
tools

 Application Builder will automatically generate a Derby data source 
and data tables for list storage
No special database requirement or setup is necessary
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For more information

 IBM WebSphere Portlet Factory Application Builder Technology 
Preview documentation and download:
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/pfwiki.nsf/dx/IBM_WebSphere_Portlet_Factory_Application_Builder_Technical_Preview 

 For general Portlet Factory information:
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/pfwiki.nsf 

http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/pfwiki.nsf/dx/IBM_WebSphere_Portlet_Factory_Application_Builder_Technical_Preview
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/pfwiki.nsf
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